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Sam lost his life in a 
violent incident outside of 
a friendõs party.  He was 
struck once from behind 
and this was enough to 
stop the blood flow to his 
brain.  One violent 
incident is enough to take 
a life and change many 
lives forever.  

 The Sammy D Foundation is Samõs voice and this 
is a voice that must be heard.   If we save one life 
we have done our job and honored Sam in the 
way we intended.  
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After tragedy comes a period where you 
make decisions that will affect the rest of 
your lives.  When Sam was taken from us we 
went through all of the normal feelings of 
sadness, desperation, anger and denial.  
What we knew was that we were spared the 
mental images of what actually happened to 
Sam...    



The Journey  
 

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ {ŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƭǳŎƪȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŀƳΣ 
collapsing, lying on the ground, the panic of him not breathing,  
the desperate battle to breathe life back into him and  the 
paramedics working on him. These images are all burned into 
their minds forever.   
 
Most of the young people that were present had to recall 
these events over and over again throughout the course of a 
police investigation and also involuntarily during their lives.  
{ƭŜŜǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ  vǳƛŜǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
times where memories and feelings of regret and anger would 
take over.   
 
The knowledge that one awful decision could cause so many 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ǿŀȅ 
made us determined to make a difference to the way people 
behaved.  
 
5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ŀƳΩǎ 
death that would provide an opportunity for these brave and 
loyal friends to make a difference in the lives of others, to 
prevent them from living a life full of anger, regret and 
revenge.   

 
To offer these young people a way to keep the memory of their 
friend alive in a positive way and to help other young people 
make decisions that might prevent this type of incident from 
happening was the most positive way we saw to protect them.  
 
June 4th нллуΣ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ {ŀƳΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀ 
group of committed family and friends met to talk about 
making the idea of the foundation a reality.  The name had 
ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ {ŀƳΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŀǘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜΣ ǿƘƻ 
as a way of identifying Sam from another player with the same 
name, called him Sammy D.  We called him Sammy when he 
was young but it really stuck later in his teen years and apart 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƛǘǎ 
him.   
 
So the Sammy D Foundation was formed with a definite 
commitment to help young people  who are disengaged or 
living in disadvantage become involved in activities that 
provided positive relationships, mentoring and support while 
building healthy lifestyles and supporting positive choices.  It 
was clear that we knew sport and found it easy to structure 
our goals around it while involving other people with a passion 
in music and art down the track would help us to diversify. 
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CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ongoing distraction of a court case which made committing 
the group to working with at risk young people difficult.  This 
time was used to work on constructing the programs that 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
future.  Throughout this time many small fundraising and 
community awareness programs were undertaken.   
 
These activities to the outsider appeared to be just that, 
fundraising, however we knew that they were a way to keep 
{ŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ 
nearly 200 aged 17 ς нмΣ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻǊ 
selling merchandise purely for fundraising.  They were doing 
this for Sam, their mate.  They did everything with passion, 
they managed to laugh, share stories of fun times and pick 
each other up when they were down.  While going through 
such a traumatic time it was incredibly therapeutic for 
everybody involved.  Purpose is a powerful thing.  
 
In May 2009 we became involved in the Sturt Bluelight 
Program, a SAPOL initiative, at Darlington Primary School.  We 
attended their Life Skills Camp held at Echunga where a group 
of grade 7 students at risk of disengaging or of becoming 
involved in anti social behavior were being mentored by 
SAPOL Crime Prevention Officers.  These young men aged 12-
14 were participating in activities which challenged their 
thinking, encouraged them to engage and to build team spirit.  

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ {ŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
time.  They joined in with the activities and shared their 
feelings about the impact of violence in their lives, the sense of 
loss and how their lives had been changed.  Questions came 
from the audience with our volunteers being open and honest 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ [ǳƪŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ŀƳΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƳŀǘŜǎΣ 
ǎŀƛŘ ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  Lǘ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻƴŎŜΦέ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ongoing involvement with at risk young people in programs 
using our volunteers was born.   
 
Our programs; Impact, Connect and Party Wise were all named 
by our youth volunteers, their concepts and structure all built 
with the assistance of our youth volunteers and most 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ  {ŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
fundamental to our existence and vital as the foundation 
moves forward. When we talk to adult groups, colleagues and 
other organizations we often get asked do we have other 
children at home.  Neil has a daughter, Sheree, she is 25, our 
Treasurer, and has been involved in foundation activities since 
the inception.  Sam was the only child we had together. We 
ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ {ŀƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
gotten through this without their energy, humor, love and 
commitment to Sam.   
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It is with great pride and a sense of 
enormous satisfaction that we look over 
our achievements of the last 12 months.   


