
                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sammy D Foundation is Sam's voice. 

His message needs to be heard. 
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Sammy D Foundation 
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Sammy D Mission  

The Sammy D Foundation will encourage youth to reach their maximum 

life potential. Our emphasis will be to empower youth to make safe and 

positive life choices. 

 

Sammy D Aims 

 Promote healthy lifestyles  

 Provide opportunities for success  

 Nurture mateship  

 Bring families closer together  

 Raise awareness of harm-causing behaviour. 
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Neil Davis ɀ Joint CEO 

Neil Davis is self employed and 
also works on a casual basis at ICA 
Sportzworx Morphett Vale. 
 
Having coached Sam in numerous 
sporting activities over twelve 
years he realises how important 
sport can be in making friends and 
bringing families closer together.  
 
!Ó 3ÁÍȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ 
important to him because of the 
difference it can make to at risk 
youth and their families. 
 
Neil is strongly committed to the 
mission and aims of the 
foundation and hopes that by 
ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÖÏÉÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
heard. 
 

Nat Cook ɀ Joint CEO 

Nat has worked in the health 
industry as a Registered nurse for 
over 20 years.  She has worked in 
many areas including Intensive 
Care, Surgery, Oncology, 
Paediatrics and Brain Injury Units. 
Her expertise lies in combining 
clinical teaching, patient care and 
administration. 
 
She has been involved in 
competitive sports for many years 
and believes this is a fantastic way 
to help teach young people 
leadership skills, discipline and 
commitment. 
 
Her greatest achievement is being 
3ÁÍȭÓ -ÕÍȢ  .ÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ 
ÈÅÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÉÎÇ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÖÏÉÃÅ 
and helping to prevent another 
family from suffering the loss of a 
child in a violent incident. 
Her broad nursing background 
including involvement in Brain 
Injury networks, administration 
and love of sport will ensure the 
foundation maintains direction. 

 

Sheree Davis ɀ Treasurer 

Sheree Davis works for an 
accountant and is currently 
studying a Cert IV in Business at 
TAFE. Sheree and her partner 
Randal are both strong supporters 
of the Sammy D Foundation. 
 
Sheree sees the loss of her brother 
Sam as a senseless waste and 
through her involvement with the 
Foundation, hopes that she can 
ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÙ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ 3ÁÍȭÓ 
Story. She believes in the aims and 
direction of the foundation and 
feels that this is an appropriate 
×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÕÒ ÈÅÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 
memory. 
 
Sheree would like to see the 
foundation grow rapidly over the 
next few years so that as many 
young people as possible can be 
helped. 
 

Janine Hook ɀ Secretary 

Janine Hook works in the Sport 
and Recreation industry and has 
done so for the past 12 years. Her 
various roles within this industry 
include administration, sport 
coordination and volunteer 
management. She has achieved a 
degree in Cultural Tourism at 
Flinders University and has a 
particular interest in Festival and 
Event Management. She has 
worked on a number of major 
events in Adelaide and has been 
invited to lecture in this subject 
area on a number of occasions.  
 
*ÁÎÉÎÅȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÒÏÌÅ ÔÏ 
date is as Mum to 11 year old 
Nathan. She is extremely grateful 
and considers herself fortunate to 
have had the support of close 
friends and family, including all 
those involved in the foundation, 
in supporting Nathan through the 
loss of his big buddy Sam. 
 
 

 
Janine is committed to the 
mission and aims of the 
foundation and believes that by 
ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ with the 
community, the Sammy D 
Foundation will be able to make a 
difference. If through this process 
ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÃÁÎ 
change the course of one young 
life then that will be a successful 
outcome. Janine hopes that the 
foundation will have a positive 
impact on the lives of many 
young people. 
 

Nicky Kerr 

Nicky Kerr is a registered nurse 
who for the past 11 years, has 
specialised in intensive care, 
emergency, trauma and retrieval 
nursing. She is also a hospital 
coordinator and advanced life 
support instructor. In the past she 
has presented at a national 
Intensive Care conference, 
taught at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level in the school of 
nursing at Flinders University and 
travelled and worked overseas. 
Her proudest role, however, is 
being a mother to her teenage 
son, Jackson. 
 
Nicky appreciates how privileged 
she was to have had a well 
structured, caring, supportive and 
involved family who were involved 
in sport. This is the only culture 
she and her son have known. 
Nicky is also fortunate to have a 
large network of friends. Neil and 
Nat are among her best mates. 
She went to school and works with 
Nat and is honoured to consider 
them family.  
 
The tragic and senseless loss of 
Sam, was inconceivable. In the 
wake of dealing with his loss, and 
during the process of supporting 
family and friends, through loss 
and grief, The Sammy D 
Foundation was born.  



6 | P a g e 
 

 
 
Nicky is passionate about working 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ 
and aims to spread 3ÁÍȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÉÎ 
an effort to both, significantly 
improve the quality of, and save 
lives.  

 
Deb Matthews 

Deb Matthews is currently 
employed as a Continuous Service 
Improvement Officer at an aged 
care facility and prior to this she 
worked in child care. 
 
$ÅÂȭÓ interests include music and 
she has sung in bands for the last 
thirty years. Fishing, computer 
photo restoration, gardening, gold 
detecting, mosaics, swimming and 
bush walking are some of the 
things she likes to do when she 
gets the chance. 
 
$ÅÂȭÓ role on the executive 
committee is as the Volunteer 
Coordinator. Her son was one of 
3ÁÍȭÓ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÓÕÃÈ 
being involved in the Foundation is 
a way of honouring Sam and his 
family. 
 
She feels the Foundation is 
important as it aims to provide 
support to youth who may be at 
risk of entering the juvenile justice 
system. If the Foundation can get 
through to even one of these 
young people, hopefully it will 
prevent another tragedy. 
 
$ÅÂȭÓ vision for the future as far as 
the Foundation goes is to see a 
range of different programmes, 
activities and support for youth, 
which will hopefully turn their lives 
around by giving them a positive 
direction in life, which will help 
them to make the right choices. 
 

 

Matthew Verrall 

Matthew Verrall has been a small 
business manager for the past 4 
years. He has completed a trade in 
the furniture industry and worked 
in that industry for over 10 years. 

Matthew has been a friend of the 
family for the past 20 years; he is a 
keen sportsman and played A 
grade outdoor cricket with Sam as 
well as Indoor Cricket and Netball. 
Being involved in sport and 
community clubs for over 30 years, 
he has displayed many leadership 
roles including coaching at a junior 
and senior level also holding 
captain and vice captaincy roles.  
He has also undertaken various 
committee duties and is currently 
the vice president of his outdoor 
cricket club. 

Matthew became involved with 
the foundation because as a close 
friend of the family and being a 
father himself knows how 
important a foundation like this 
can be to families and at risk 
youth.  He sees this as a chance to 
make a difference.  From his own 
experience growing up being 
involved in sport, as was Sam, it 
gives you a focus and can help 
prevent you from going down the 
wrong path in life, provide life 
skills, friendship, discipline and 
commitment. 

Matthew sees the presentations 
that the foundation has developed 
along with the party wise 
approach as great lessons to 
impart on youth and feels very 
positive about the direction the 
foundation is heading in and the 
difference it will make to so many 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  

 
 

 

 

Christopher Reed 

Christopher Reed graduated from 
Woodcroft College in 2007 and has 
ÂÅÅÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÁÎ %ÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÉÁÎȭÓ 
Apprentice since then. He loves 
sport and is currently playing 
soccer for South Adelaide. 
 
He likes anything to do with the 
outdoors, especially fishing and 
soccer. In his spare time he loves 
going camping or on a trip 
somewhere and going out with his 
mates.  
 
The foundation is very important 
to Chris because Sam was a great 
mate and he wants to help keep 
3ÁÍȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ alive in the 
community. It is important that 
this happens as the foundation will 
provide youth assistance with safe 
partying and encourage them to 
be involved in sport. Sport helped 
him to stay out of trouble when he 
was younger and this is something 
the foundation believes in, 
through sport he has made some 
great friends and met many 
people who he now looks up to.  
 
Chris is on the executive 
committee because he believes in 
what the foundation stands for 
and he wants tÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ 
as a way to promote healthy 
ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ 
youth with more opportunities for 
success.   
 
In the future Chris would like to 
see the foundation grow into a 
commonly known household 
name.  He hopes that the 
foundation can provide assistance 
to partygoers and party hosts in 
order to have safe parties where 
guests can go to enjoy themselves 
and not have to be subject to 
violence.  
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Natalie Hincksman 

Natalie Hincksman was born in 
South Africa moved to France 
then UK where her schooling was 
completed. She trained as a 
Registered Nurse in the UK, 
moved to Australia in 2002, she 
met and married her husband, had 
a child and became an Australian 
citizen. She has worked in various 
Intensive Care Units, still does 
occasional teaching of 
undergraduates at University and 
is currently working as a Clinical 
Retrieval Nurse Coordinator for 
MedSTAR Emergency Medical 
Retrieval Service. 
 
Her involvement really started as a 
friend (nursing & teaching 
colleague) of Nat. She only met 
Nat's son Sam a few times prior to 
his death, but he made a strong 
impression of being quite a 
popular and quick witted young 
man, who wore his shorts too low 
and ate more in one sitting than 
her entire family could. 
 
She would consider the day that 
Sam died, one of the worst days of 
her working life, a day that all 
those who work in critical care fear 
most. There was a quiet about the 
unit that was unprecedented to 
her knowledge. Her wish for the 
Sammy D Foundation... To save all 
parents from what she saw her 
friends go through that day... 
realistically if the foundation only 
saves one family from the hurt of 
losing a child, then she would 
consider the Sammy D Foundation 
a success. 
 

Alex Burrows 

Alex Burrows is standing down at 
the 2009 AGM. He has and will 
continue to provide a link between 
the foundation and the South 
!ÄÅÌÁÉÄÅ &ÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ #ÌÕÂȢ !ÌÅØȭÓ 
commitment and support has 
been appreciated 

 
Thank You goes to Cheryl Allen 

and Natalie Charman who made 
up our inaugural committee and 
needed to stand down during 
2009. They continue to support 
and work on projects with the 
foundation. Their positions were 
taken up by Christopher Reed and 
Natalie Hincksman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Memorial for Sam May 4 2009 

Educating the Community about the risks of violence at parties and the impact 
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Steve Webster 

Steve Webster is 35 years old, 
married to Valma and together 
they have 3 beautiful kids. Steve 
lives in the Southern Suburbs of 
Adelaide and for most of the last 
18 years has been involved in 
serving the local community 
through his church. 
 
He has worked with all different 
age groups over these years who 
come from a variety of troubled 
and broken backgrounds, 
providing support through 
counselling and connecting people 
to find a purpose in their lives and 
the community. 
 
Steve has been involved in 
managing community renovation 
projects across Adelaide for the 
ÌÉËÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌȟ ÔÈÅ !ÄÅÌÁÉÄÅ 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 0ÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ -ÏÒÐÈÅÔÔ 
Vale High School. These projects 
involved improving key areas in 
these facilities to improve the 
quality of living and workplace 
environments for the people. 
 
He has a passion to serve those 
less fortunate in the community 
and improve their quality of life in 
whatever ways he can. 
 
He wholeheartedly believes in the 
mission and aims of the Sammy D 
Foundation and his experience in 
working in the community will 
make a great contribution to the 
foundation. 
 

Lee Castle 

Lee Castle has always had a 
passion and drive in assisting 
young people to achieve their full 
potential. Lee has worked in the 
community services sector for 5 
years as a mentor and youth 
worker. 
 

 

 
 
Lee has 4 children, 3 being 
teenagers and all are engaged in 
sports and community programs. 
 
Lee values the vision and core 
aspects of the foundation for the 
future and sees it as a sustainable, 
strong and reliable program within 
the broader community.  
 
In relation to guiding young 
people whom face varying daily 
challenges and need 
encouragement and ongoing 
support to become valuable 
members of the broader 
community and to encourage 
positive developmental tolls they 
can utilise within their daily lives 
and sustain well into their future to 
become positive role models 
themselves. 
 
Shaun Osborne 

Shaun Osborne has been a police 
officer for 11 years, having worked 
at the Sturt Local Service Area as a 
uniform patrol officer and a 
Detective. Shaun was one of the 
main investigators involved in the 
Sam Davis case during 2008 and 
2009 and now works as a police 
investigator attached to the office 
of the South Australian State 
Coroner.  
 
He is actively involved in 
community activities, motor 
racing and tinkering with far too 
many cars and motor bikes. 
 

Peta McCance 

Peta McCance grew up on 
Kangaroo Island and moved to 
Adelaide in 1989 to further her 
education.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Following completion of her 
university studies at Flinders 
University Peta has worked for 
the past 15 years as a Chartered 
Accountant and as an advisor to 
small businesses and individuals. 
 
Peta is married to Stewart and 
has 2 young children, Alicia, 6 
and Connor, 2. Besides 
spending time with her family, 
0ÅÔÁȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÔerest is 
sport. Peta grew up in a family 
of sports-lovers and is self-
confessed sports fanatic, playing 
and watching sports at every 
opportunity. 
 
Peta is the Liberal Party 
Candidate for the electorate of 
Mitchell with a particular focus on 
addressing issues affecting local 
families. Having spent so many 
years enjoying the beauty of 
!ÄÅÌÁÉÄÅȭÓ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ ÓÕÂÕÒÂÓ ÓÈÅ ÉÓ 
dedicated to ensuring that future 
generations can continue to enjoy 
the lifestyle there. 

 

Kate Ridley 

Kate Ridley is a Senior Lecturer 
and Program Coordinator at the 
School of Education, Flinders 
University, where she teaches 
exercise science and research 
methodology topics. Kate holds a 
PhD in Human Movement and is 
passionate about researching and 
promoting physical activity in 
young people. 
 
Kate supports the Sammy D 
&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ 
and supporting sporting 
opportunities for young people, as 
playing netball for many years has 
gained her many of her closest 
friends and has certainly had a 
positive influence on her both 
physical and psychological well 
being.  
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Kate is delighted to be a part of 
the Sammy D Advisory Team as 
she strongly supports the 
&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÉÍÓȢ 
 

Louise Small 

Louise Small is the SA/NT State 
Manager of national mortgage 
broker, Mortgage Choice, a 
publicly listed entity. With some 
20 plus years in the finance 
industry, she has held senior 
banking and finance roles as well 
as business development and 
leadership roles. Louise currently 
is an associate member with the 
accredited mortgage industry 
body MFAA.  
  
Coupled with her finance career 
Louise has played and coached 
netball at the top level. She 
captained Matrics netball club to 
their inaugural State League 
premiership in 1997 during which 
time she also represented 
Australia for indoor netball taking 
her to England, South Africa, Fiji 
and New Zealand. She first 
coached at the age of just 16 and 
that passion and desire to help, 
guide and teach others culminated 
in her role as Assistant Coach for 
the Adelaide Thunderbirds during 
the last two years. 
  
Louise has experienced first-hand 
the positive influence sport can 
play in the lives of young adults 
and is delighted to be part of a 
foundation which gives hope, 
guidance and education to the 
youth of today. 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Marks 

Andrew Marks has been teaching 
primary school for the past 20 
years and is currently employed at 
Immanuel Primary School 
teaching a year 5 class.  
 
 
He has developed a drug policy at 
2 of his schools and has been 
involved with the health 
directorate as part of ACHPER. 
 
Andrew is married to the 
wonderful Jane and between them 
have 4 wonderful children. Andrew 
has a great love for football and 
cricket where he played for a 
number of years. He is currently an 
under 18 assistant coach as West 
Adelaide football club and is 
ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ΧάȭÓ ÓÉÄÅ 
at the West Torrens Cricket Club. 
 
The opportunity to be involved in 
the Sammy D Foundation is an 
absolute privilege. Any 
opportunities where you can help 
provide young people with 
opportunities, direction and 
purpose is always worthwhile as 
they are our future so therefore 
the well being of the young is 
paramount to our society. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike George 

Mike George is a Middle School 
Assistant Principle at Parafield 
'ÁÒÄÅÎÓ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÉÎ !ÄÅÌÁÉÄÅȭÓ 
Northern suburb, where he has 
taught PE for 5 years. His 
professional life has taken him to 
Orroroo, in the Mod North of SA, 
where he co-wrote a health 
initiative focused on educating 
adolescents about the dangers of 
drinking and drug use by working 
with the local community. 
 
He spent 18 months in London 
teaching and pursuing his other 
passion, cricket. Mike is 
passionate about youth, sport and 
the community ɀ he has Captained 
the Brighton Cricket Club since 
2006, is an active member of the 
Brighton Sports and Social Club, 
has won the World Cup of Indoor 
Cricket in South Africa in 2000 and 
he currently coaches the 
3!32!0)$ -ÅÎȭÓ )ÎÄÏÏÒ #ÒÉÃËÅÔ 
team in his own time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Impact Presentation to Year 5 Students 
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Chief Executive Report 

The night of May 3rd 2008 changed our life forever. Sam had played football during 
the afternoon for South Adelaide. We watched every game that he played and on 
ÔÈÉÓ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ Ϊ ÏÆ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÈÁÄ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ÁÌÓÏȢ 4ÈÅ 
game was one of the best that Sam had played and was their first win for the season. 
Sam kicked 5 goals 4 points and he was able to sing the club song which he had 
loved doing since he started to play sport at the age of 5. 
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ȰWith the help of hundreds of 
dedicated friends and community 

members the foundation has a 
very bright future and will play a 

key role in educating and 
supporting the community.ȱ  

 

 

Sam was invited to attend a 
ÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÐÁÒÔÙȢ  Nat went 
to bed and sent Sam a text to 
remind him not to get into a car 
being driven by anyone drinking 
and to tell him she loved him.  
Nat had to work the next 
morning.  As was usual, Neil 
stayed up and waited for him to 
come home so that he could 
challenge him at a game of golf 
on the Wii.  Instead of this a 
phone call came from one of 
3ÁÍȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÁÍ 
was being taken to hospital.  
(ÅȭÄ ÂÅÅÎ ËÎÏÃËÅÄ ÏÕÔȢ  /ÕÒ 
ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÍȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ 
life full of hope, fun and holidays 
ended. 

3ÁÍȭÓ ÂÒÁÉÎ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅn injured by 
one punch, during a violent 
attack, which ruptured one 
artery in his neck resulting in no 
blood supply to the brain and as 
a result, brain death.  We made 
sure as many of his friends as 
was possible could come to the 
hospital and say their goodbyes, 
even then knowing that a lesson 
needed to be learned from this 
very personal tragedy.   

In the months to come we 
ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ 3ÁÍȭÓ 
friends and family and provided a 
place to share our grief amidst 
happy memories and planning 
for the future.  It was therapeutic 
not only for us but also for the 
hundreds of people that came to 
visit.  A plan was born to 
establish the Sammy D 
Foundation as a way to educate 
the community about the 
consequences of violent 
behaviour and highlighting the 
importance of providing 
opportunities for young people 
which enable them to focus on 
positive lifestyle choices rather 
than engaging in anti-social 
behaviour.   

 

Sam made the most of 
opportunities we provided him in 
sport and we reflected on the 
fact that many families have 
difficulties providing these.   We 
have also seen many families 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÅÅÍÉÎÇÌÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÔÈÅ 
time they have together and 
function independently of each 
other.  Time apart is time 
wasted.  You can never get this 
time back and we have come to 
realize that life can be very short.  
Our message to families is to 
value your time together and 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ 
time together be missed.  

We have learnt an entirely new 
language while sifting thru 
government documents and 
working out the direction we 
should take.  The foundation has 
been established as an 
Incorporated Association and a 
Charitable Institution which has 
taken time and a lot of very hard 
work.  We are now finalizing our 
application to be on the Harm 
Prevention Register and gain 
DGR status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nat Cook & Neil Davis 
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Programs 

The program aims have evolved enormously over the last year and we have 

defined very clearly the areas where we can best help the community 

become safer and provide young people with opportunities to grow and 

engage in positively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




