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Sammy D Foundation
Sammy D Foundation volunteers and staff value youth and we strive to ensure that no
young person is neglected, ignored or given up on.
The Sammy D Foundation values positive role models and builds relationships upon
mutual respect, life opportunities and resilience.
The vision of the Sammy D Foundation is to:
• Provide leadership for the South Australian community to empower our youth
with the skills to make safe and informed life choices; and
• Develop a youth culture in South Australia where young people have skills,
positive attitudes and role-models to support them to reach their maximum life
potential.
The aims of the Sammy D Foundation are to:
• Measurably reduce youth crime in South Australia;
• Raise awareness of harm-causing behaviours;
• Bring families closer together;
• Nurture positive relationships, particularly mateship; and
• Provide youth with opportunities to be successful and feel valued by their
community.
Sammy D Foundation services are:
• Delivered in a positive, dynamic, energetic and responsive fashion;
• Of a high standard;
• Based on an empowerment/strengths based approach;
• Inclusive;
• Compassionate; and
• Provided with professionalism and integrity.

Sammy D Foundation Annual Report 2016
Prepared for and on behalf of the Sammy D Foundation
Presented at Annual General Meeting
June 2017
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Chairperson’s Report
Following the most challenging year we have experienced to date, the Foundation board members,
volunteers and staff, worked tirelessly to compensate for the massive reduction in revenue and therefore
staff we experienced in 2015. I would like to thank everyone for their continued commitment to the
Foundation and for carrying us through a difficult time.
In 2016 we welcomed two new board members, Darren Pike and Leah Cassidy, who bring a wealth of
experience from the marketing and education sectors respectively. We pride ourselves on a board who
bring diverse perspectives and skills to our strategic planning and management.
Our vision
The Sammy D Foundation continues to work toward developing a youth culture where young people
have the skills, positive attitudes and role-models to support them to reach their maximum life potential.
This results in the Foundation continuously re-visiting and updating program content to ensure our work
remains relevant in the community.
By remaining relevant we continue to deliver positive, well measured results in our:
• violence-prevention program
• alcohol and other drugs program
• one-on-one mentoring program.
Corporate
Our work remains possible thanks to the gifting use of our premises on South Road, which is thanks to the
overwhelming generosity of the Rawlings family and Scrap Hotline. We once again thank the Rawlings
family for their generosity in 2016.
We were excited to see our relationship with Magain Real Estate grow in 2016, with not only their major
sponsorship of our Gala Dinner, but through their support shown at their annual Melbourne Cup Luncheon.
Magain have grown their already tremendous support and we thank Mike and all of his staff and loyal
clients.
As we write this report the Foundation is signing off on an important partnership between a leading
sporting code and corporate partners which will see us deliver programs to over 15,000 participants in the
next 12 months – Stay tuned.
Fundraising
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our fundraising committee for delivering our annual marquee
event the Gala Dinner in 2016; Naomi Pearson, Janine Hook, David Hutton, Aimee Mitchell, Neil Davis and
Darren Pike. A special thanks must be given to Kath McGowan, who joined the team as Event Coordinator
and has proven to be an invaluable asset, as well as John Riddell and Anthony May who continue to
dedicate their time to the event.
Continuing to grow each year, our Gala Dinner was held at the stunning National Wine Centre in 2016, and
we are excited to return to in 2017 for an event that is guaranteed to be better than previous years.
Our annual Comedy Gala at the Adelaide Town Hall once again delivered, and we would like to extend
our thanks to all the comedians who volunteered their time, and a special thank you to Janine Hook who
coordinated the event.
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Chairperson’s Report
Programs
In late 2016 we commenced working on an exciting new development that will see our stand alone Impact
and Party Wise presentations aligned to the new Australian Curriculum, and Keeping Safe, Child Protection
Curriculum, and embedded in an eight week program to be piloted in South Australian schools in 2017.
The Sammy D Foundation True Colours Program will be a student led critical inquiry teaching module,
aimed at reducing bullying, violence and alcohol and drug fuelled violence. The program’s flexible design
will enable it to be delivered in both primary and secondary schools across a range of curriculum areas
such as Health and Physical Education, English, the Arts, even Maths.
Financials
2016 was a difficult year financially for the Foundation, however, through sound governance and
management support the Sammy D Foundation ‘cut its cloth’ due to the substantial reduction in revenue.
As a not-for-profit organisation our key strategies reflect sound financial management whilst attempting
to deliver our message where possible, with long term sustainability at the forefront of all decisions.
Due to Government and generally the SA economy, the pie is diminishing for all worthy causes. Forward
thinking, responsible decisions and simple hard work will be at the forefront again for the Foundation in
2017.
Once again to all our supporters, staff, Board and volunteers, we extend our sincere thanks. Sadly our
demand for services has never been greater and I urge you all to spread the word of support for the Sammy
D Foundation.
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Executive Directors Report
With reduced staff and a high demand for our services, 2016 proved to be another tough year for the
Sammy D Foundation. Our ability to continue our work has been thanks to our dedicated staff, volunteers,
sponsors, and of course Foundation Partner, Scrap Hotline, for their continued and generous gifting of our
office space.
Our reduced staffing and funding did little to stop our team who, throughout the year, managed to reach
a total of 10,053 young people with our messages. This brought our overall reach to 70,035 since the
Foundation’s formation. Each young person we reach is a young person who has gained an understanding
of the effects of alcohol fuelled violence, and is another champion to help us to prevent our tragedy
happening to another family and another community.
With the aim of being pro-active toward our goal of ending alcohol related youth violence, 2016 saw the
pilot of Sammy D Foundation initiative, Engaging Peers for Inclusive Communities (EPIC). Targeting young
people aged 12-18 years and run within two locations, Salisbury and Port Pirie, EPIC worked to develop
the capacity of young participants to connect with their peers and actively participate in building the
existing capacity of their communities. The Foundation worked with Salisbury Youth Council and John Pirie
Secondary School to tailor program content, goals and session times, meeting the needs of participants
and the community and ensuring the program’s success.
With significant reduction in funding opportunities, events and fundraisers have become vital for the
Sammy D Foundation. Our annual Gala Dinner has quickly become one of our most popular fundraisers,
and our 2016 event was no exception. With the support of our major sponsor, Magain Real Estate, the
National Wine Centre of Australia, and all of our wine, beverage and auction sponsors, we delivered an
elegant and entertaining night for all of our guests. In the
spirit of the Foundation, guests assisted us to raise funds
whilst enjoying fine wines, fine food and fine entertainment
by local band The Shizzle. The event was once again a huge
success, and we look forward to our 2017 event.
The end of 2016 saw the Foundation successfully compete for
Department for Communities and Social Inclusion funding
which will see our trained mentors work with young people
who are currently or have been involved in the youth justice
system within the previous 12 months. Over a period of 9
months, mentees will work with Foundation mentors on a weekly basis, as well as with Foundation staff
within structured school holiday programs. With many risk factors contributing to youth crime including,
but not limited to, family breakdown, boredom, low self-esteem and peer pressure, Foundation mentors
will work as positive role models and encourage the development of protective factors that support
welfare and resilience.
Though the Foundation operated on minimal budget and staffing throughout 2016, our commitment
to reducing incidences of alcohol fuelled violence has not wavered. We continue to seek funding in a
competitive market, donations from the community, sponsorship from corporate supporters and to raise
money through our events.
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Treasurers Report
To come
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Programs
The Sammy D Foundation’s three core programs; Impact, Party Wise and Connect, expanded in 2016 with
the addition of new projects commencing within them.
In 2016, the Foundation achieved the milestone of sharing Sam’s story with more than 70,035 young
people and their families since its establishment. This is 70,035 young people positively influenced within
your community.

Impact

In 2016, 43 Impact presentations were held across schools and community groups, with 5,681 young
people in attendance. A total of 10,053 young people were engaged in the Impact Program with workshops
including anti-violence, bullying prevention and leadership.
Throughout all programs, new and old, it is important that the Foundation’s messages are core, this is
achieved with the inclusion of Impact within each project. New program EPIC, and tailored program
Pathways to Independence, allowed our messages to be heard by young people from Aldinga and
Christies Beach, to Port Pirie and Elizabeth. Reaching at-risk young people that may not have been reached
otherwise, is important for the Foundation and is often not possible without these new programs.

Party Wise

One of our most popular programs, we continue to work collaboratively with South Australian Ambulance
Service and professionals to deliver high quality drug and alcohol education and party planning education
to the whole community. In 2016, 17 Party Wise forums were delivered in schools, football clubs and
community organisations with 2,546 people in attendance.

Monkey See Monkey Do Program at
Ingle Farm Football Club

Party Wise Program at Nazareth Catholic Community
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2016 Program Highlight
17 May 2016 saw the Foundation play part in Henley High School pre-formal education for
the third year running. A fantastic initiative by Henley High School, students are required to
attend an after-hours Party Wise forum in order to collect their formal tickets.
Parents are encouraged to attend the forum, in the aim of ensuring that students and
parents are receiving the same information about party planning, drug and alcohol
misuse, emergency services response and of course the Foundation’s messages about the
consequences of alcohol fueled violence.
Thank you to pro-active schools such as Henley High School who make the Foundation’s
mission even easier.

Sammy D Foundation · Youth · Life · Future

9

Connect

As always, our Connect program was in high demand during 2016, unfortunately we were unsuccessful
with funding applications to run specific youth justice focused programs as we have done in the past
however, we were extremely successful with our usual mentoring programs.
The Sammy D Foundation continued to provide support through 1:1 mentoring in a community setting.
This program continues to demonstrate huge success and the high number of referrals reinforces the
increased need for specialised 1:1 mentoring services to provide much needed positive role modeling to
young people who often lack vital support.
Connect – Youth Mentoring Program
Connect Youth Mentoring program offers 1:1 individually tailored support to young people who are
considered to be ‘at risk’ or at risk of potentially disengaging from learning/earning and/or becoming
socially isolated. The program matches young people with trained volunteer mentors who work with
these young people for between 1 and 2 hours per week. The mentors’ role is to encourage recreation,
connection with community and to increase independent living skills. The ultimate goal of the program
is to empower young people to make positive lifestyle choices and to set and reach attainable goals.
Youth Mentoring programs such as ours provide positive role modeling to young people who don’t
always have appropriate supports at home thus providing vital routine and stability during important
phases of adolescence. In 2016 our Youth Mentoring program successfully engaged with 11 young
people using the charitable dollar fundraised throughout the year. We also utilized funding from the
Wyatt Trust who support us to pay for the training of our new volunteer mentors and provide a small
amount of funding for food/drink during mentoring sessions.
Eight of the 11 mentees have successfully been transitioned from the program, with 3 continuing to work
with their mentors and a host of new matches commencing in 2017.
Connect – Dream It
Operating at Parafield Gardens High School once again, the Dream It program completed its sixth
successful year supporting young people transitioning into high school. Now a SACE subject within
the school, dance is taught within the school curriculum, with the Foundation supporting the peer
leadership and transition education.
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Volunteers
Staff and Board Members would like to thank all of our volunteers for their ongoing support and
commitment throughout 2016. The dedication shown by all of our volunteers inspires us daily, and we
appreciate the time and effort they continue to put into our cause.
Our volunteers assist us to ensure the success of events, and the ease of managing office administration
work, whilst helping with fundraising, engaging with the community and delivering our programs within
schools.
In 2016 our incredible group of volunteers collectively contributed 2,314 volunteer hours, bringing the
total of volunteer hours contributed since the founding of the Sammy D Foundation to 34,190. This is a
truly outstanding feat for which we are incredibly grateful.
While we recognise and value the skills, knowledge and commitment of each and every one of our
volunteers, our Honour Roll (below) acknowledges volunteers who reached significant volunteer
milestones in 2016.
Along with our volunteers the Foundation would like to extend this thank you to our staff and Board
members who show continued loyalty and dedication volunteering extra time at various events,
community engagement activities and other Foundation work.

2016 Honour Roll
100+ Hours

200+ Hours

500+ Hours

1000+ Hours

Roy Scholz
Daniel Whitaker
Jesse Whitaker
Anna Weinert

Matt Skrokov
Pam Davies
Darren Pike
Luke Broomhall
Fiona Curnow
Naomi Pearson
David Hutton

Jessie Bennie
Sheree Davis
Mike George

Brett Duncanson

Sammy D volunteers at Brighton Rugby Club Fundraiser Day

Sammy D volunteers at
the Southern Community
Christmas Carols
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A Volunteer’s Story
When I retired from the full-time workforce at the end of 2014, I decided I wanted to use the knowledge I
had gained over several years by volunteering.
I had worked for a large accounting organisation for 16 years as an Executive Assistant to one of the
senior partners and in this role had undertaken office duties, organisation of events and a whole array of
other duties.
It was important to me that my volunteer work for a really worthwhile organisation. I have teenage
grandchildren and had heard about the Sammy D Foundation and the work they did with young people,
so I decided to contact them. I outlined my work experience and offered to help with any administration
or office work.
That was in mid-2015, and I have been volunteering on a weekly basis since then. It is a very professional
and friendly working environment and I love being involved in such a fantastic and worthwhile
organisation. While mostly in the office undertaking administration duties, I have had the opportunity to
attend with the team at school and community presentations. I have also been involved in the last two
Quiz Nights which were fantastic and really well supported. It has been great to be a part of the volunteer
team at other events, including the Brighton Jetty Classic and preparations for the Gala Dinner.
I really enjoy working with the team at Sammy D and have such admiration for Neil and the team for their
dedication and hard work in the education of young people.
Pam Davies
Sammy D Foundation Volunteers

Volunteer, Pam Davies, with staff members Jessie Bennie, Aimee Mitchell, Neil Davis and Tiffany Downing
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Events
Sammy D Comedy Gala 2016

With an awesome line up, seven years under its belt, and a venue like the Adelaide Town Hall, how could
the 2016 Sammy D Comedy Gala have not been a success? Ongoing Foundation supporter and emcee,
Michael Bowley, and acts such as Arj Barker, Amos Gill, Tom Ballard, Tommy Little and Lori Bell had guests
in stitches, and we would like to thank all of our performers for donating their time to support the event.

Sammy D Quiz Night 2016

4 June 2016, saw the Foundation’s very own Executive Director, Neil Davis, and Chair Person, Brett
Duncanson, host 260 guests at the Latvian Hall for a night of friendly competition in the name of the
Foundation. The Music Edition of our annual Quiz Night was a hit, with guests donning the attire of their
favourite artists and singing along at every opportunity! Thank you to all of our guests, sponsors and
supporters for making the event possible.

Sammy D Foundation Gala Dinner 2016

Over 260 guests showed their support for the Foundation at the 2016 Sammy D Foundation Gala Dinner.
Arriving at the National Wine Centre on 16 September, guests enjoyed pre-dinner drinks and supported
our fundraising activities before settling in with emcee John Riddell, guest speakers the Almond Family,
and talented musicians Alexandra Hosking and The Shizzle. The event was an overwhelming success and
allowed the opportunity for guests to hear about the important work and successes of the Foundation.

Executive Director, Neil Davis, with wife, Nat Cook, and daughter,
Sheree Davis at the 2016 Sammy D Foundation Gala Dinner

Guests at the Sammy D Quiz Night 2016
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Community Engagement
05 Feb		
16 Feb		
10 Apr		
18 Jun		
06 Aug		
25 Aug		
27 Aug		
21 Nov		
09 Dec		
11 Dec		

Brighton Jetty Classic						Brighton
Youth Action Forum			
			Reynella
Aberfoyle Park Primary School Campus Fair		
Aberfoyle Park
Sammy D Cup		
					Happy Valley
Sammy D Medal		
					Noarlunga
Holt Bowling Challenge					Mawson Lakes
South Adelaide Football Club Charity Game		
Noarlunga
Marion Rotary Club Presentation				
Marion
Happy Valley BMX Charity Round		
		Happy Valley
Southern Community Christmas Carols		Noarlunga

Brighton Rugby Club Charity Game

Sammy D Foundation supporters at the
Southern Community Christmas Carols

Sammy D Foundation supporters at the
Southern Community Christmas Carols
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Corporate Supporters
Thank you to our Corporate Supporters who have provided invaluable support and generous
commitment to the Sammy D Foundation. The support of organisations assists us to continue to grow
our important programs and further develop our work with at risk youth.

Scrap Hotline
Magain Real Estate
Channel 7
Fresh 92.7
Lion
The Brompton
The Woodville
The Strathmore
The Warradale
Smartline Personal Mortgage
Advisers – Blackwood
Apollo Print and Promotion
Australian Fire and First Aid
Allbiz Supplies
May Real Estate
Cheap as Chips
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Sammy D Foundation
T:
E:

08 8374 1678
info@sammyd.org.au
facebook.com/sammydfoundation

PO Box 19, Parkholme SA 5043
www.sammydfoundation.org.au
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